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                                        LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF  
CITRUS COUNTY FLORIDA 
Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.
Our mailing address is LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460
Our website is lwvcitrus .org
[bookmark: _Hlk164425976]******************************************************** OUR JULY 10, 2024 10:00 AM MEETING WILL BE A MEET AND GREET WITH BOCC CANDIDATES. IT WILL BE AT THE CITRUS SPRINGS COMMUNITY CENTER.
******************************************************
Our August 14, 2023 meeting, at 10:00 am, will feature Denise Dymond-Lyn, Citrus County Attorney, speaking about “ Florida’s Judicial System, The Who, What, and Why”.
It will be at the Coastal Region Library in Crystal River.

Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty
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                        HAPPY JULY TO EVERYONE!
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Vicky Iozzia, 1st President,Speakers Bureau Chair,  Newsletter Editor, Webmaster
	
	I am no longer going to the College of Central Florida to attempt to help people to register to vote. The campus has very few students on campus for the summer classes. Although the staff was very cordial, I gave up. I was able to assist five    people in the ten times I went to the College. This leads into the following article.
There has been discussion recently in the Florida League of Women Voters regarding the issues that the League should address. Some feel that we should restrict our activities to registering voters. Their opinion states that there are other organizations that address themselves exclusively with issues and probably do a better job than we can, and that the Suffragettes worked exclusively on getting women the right to vote.  
	Some say that we should remain strictly bipartisan. What does that mean? Currently it means that the League does not support or endorse any political candidate. At the present time the League does take stands on political issues after intense research. Some say we should just stick to registering voters. 	 
This year’s Florida legislative priorities are as follows: Voting rights and election reform, Education, Reproductive health and justice, and gun violence prevention. These issues were chosen after consideration from all the local Leagues and takes into consideration that we cannot possibly address the multiple issues we are faced with.
In my opinion, we should not just restrict our activities to registering voters. Here in Florida, the Governor and the Legislature have effectively cut us down at the knees with legislation specifically directed at crippling third party registration organizations. As for me, just registering voters is not enough for us to do, not today, not when the stakes are so incredibly high for Florida and for the USA. 
Would the Suffragettes restrict their activities to voter registration? That’s a question we cannot answer, no more than the strict constitutionalists claim to know what the Founding Fathers would say about the world today.
I don’t think the Suffragettes would restrict their activities. 
“Beyond merely providing women the legal ability to vote, the suffrage movement promoted civic action among newly enfranchised women through such organizations as the League of Women Voters, (Adams 1967). Seen as a means to an end rather than an end in itself, suffrage gave women a voice and greater ammunition with which to make a difference on local and federal levels (Kraditor 1965). By engaging in public works such as the establishment of community development organizations (the primary vehicle for development in low-income neighborhoods), women have been able to make contributions of lasting importance to their communities and to the greater society (Gittell, Ortega-Bustamante, and Steffy 2000). Although the right to vote might not be as fully appreciated today, women continue to impact their communities positively and influence federal and state governmental policies even though they are represented only by a small percentage of elected and appointed officials (Boyte and Skelton 1997; Black 1983; Clemens 1993).1
Everything I know about the Suffragettes tells me that voting was only the first step. 
The following is directly from Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s “Declaration of Sentiments”, published in 1848. 2  The grievances below tell me clearly that her efforts to get women the vote would not stop after women had the right to vote. (Sadly, she did not live to see women get the right to vote in 1920)
· He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.
· He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.
· He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men - both natives and foreigners.
· Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.
· He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.
· He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.
· He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes, with impunity, provided they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, she is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and purposes, her master - the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastisement.
· He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes of divorce; in case of separation, to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given, as to be wholly regardless of the happiness of women - the law, in all cases, going upon the false supposition of the supremacy of man, and giving all power into his hands.
· After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single and the owner of property, he has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property can be made profitable to it.
· He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted to follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration.
· He closes against her all the avenues to wealth and distinction, which he considers most honorable to himself. As a teacher of theology, medicine, or law, she is not known.
· He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education - all colleges being closed against her.
· He allows her in Church as well as State, but a subordinate position, claiming Apostolic authority for her exclusion from the ministry, and with some exceptions, from any public participation in the affairs of the Church.
· He has created a false public sentiment, by giving to the world a different code of morals for men and women, by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society, are not only tolerated but deemed of little account in man.
· He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for her a sphere of action, when that belongs to her conscience and her God.
· He has endeavored, in every way that he could to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject life.
That doesn’t sound to me like someone who would stop advocating for other rights for women after women were able to vote. Sounds like just the beginning……
References:
1 Learning to give website, Suffragette movement
2 Declaration of Sentiments by Elizabeth Cady Stanton



Co-President Cecile Scoon on MSNBC

On Sunday, June 9, our own League of Women Voters of Florida Co-President, Cecile Scoon, appeared on MSNBC on Mohyeldin Ayman’s television show. 
Our Governor has stated that convicted felon Donald Trump will be able to vote in the November election despite the conviction. Two thousand people are waiting for their request to allow them to vote to be processed, as the government slow tracks these requests, doing only twenty per year. 
Third party registration organizations have been severely hampered from helping people to register to vote. Fines of up to $250,000 and possible jail time are the consequences for an error in a registration. 
The League of Women Voters of Florida no longer offers paper form voting registration assistance, as it has done in the past. 
Co-President Scoon said that she believes that the intention behind the threat of such massive fines is “intended to limit and stop third party voter registration organizations from doing the volunteer work that we love so much. Our League members want every citizen, regardless of how they vote, to have the opportunity to select the representative of their choice so that their needs can be met.”
In an order made by Judge Walker, he said “the legislators have targeted, with laser precision, black communities.” He said it is intentional discrimination. 
At this writing, the appeal of case regarding these voter registration laws is pending. “With any relief that we are granted we will take action. Our members are willing and ready to go” co-President Scoon said. 





[image: A close-up of a sign

Description automatically generated]











[image: A person and person on a television screen

Description automatically generated]












[image: A screen showing a graph

Description automatically generated]












LWV Citrus County meeting on Wednesday, June 12, 2024
	This meeting featured “Test your Voter IQ” and Meet and Greets for the candidates for the Supervisor of Elections and Florida House of Representatives. Correct answers earned the person an American pin and a piece of chocolate. 
	Candidates gave presentations, and then they were available to talk to constituents. The video is available on youtube at https://youtu.be/KTEbYKAY_kU
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The candidates in the photos above spoke at our meeting. They are: for Supervisor of Elections, Maureen Mo Baird, and Tiffany Long, for Florida Representative Todd Cloud, Judith Vowels, and JJ Grow. 

For those of you interested in what is going on as far as banning books in the Citrus County Library, the link to 

the June 25, 2024 Citrus Library Advisory meeting is below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQH3dJ5Q960&t=1925s
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Special meeting June 27, 2024 at 1:00 PM in the Coastal Region Library, special guest Jim Gouvellis
Jim started by noting that the people are very divided and seem to have lost the ability to talk to each other. He gave some history of newspapers in the last century. 
	Newspapers are facing many challenges these days. One audience member said that she bought her neighbor a subscription as a gift. Good idea! 
	If you want to see an honest, informed presentation, the link is below. 
You can see his presentation on youtube, at 
https://youtu.be/EkujOcKolXo
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			        Jeanne Messersmith
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

Voting List Maintenance – Complicated, but Essential

Purge, delete, remove, cleanse – kind of scary actions when it comes to one’s voting file. Unfortunately, removal of his or her name may be a consequence of a registered voter’s lack of involvement in the very act of voting. We all understand that the right to vote is bedrock to a democratic society. But what happens when a voter, for whatever reason, fails to vote for a couple of our federal elections, does not return an SOE official “request” or moves, without notifying Citrus County’s Supervisor of Election’s office?

Our Citrus County Supervisor of Elections (SOE), Maureen (“Mo”) Baird, reports that the maintenance of the County’s Voter Files is driven by Florida Statutes – most notably, Statutes 98.065, 98.0655 and 98.075, updated in 2023. The stated objective of these statutes is to “protect the integrity of the electoral process by ensuring the maintenance of accurate and current voter registration records in the statewide voter registration system.”

Compliance with the statutes’ provisions, according to Ms. Baird, is labor-intensive, time consuming and can be costly. Each day, the Supervisor of Elections office receives notifications regarding address changes, voters who have moved out of state, deceased voters, voters convicted of felonies, and voters who have been adjudicated mentally incapacitated. These communications are received from the following entities: The Florida Division of Election, the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV), the Citrus County Clerk of Courts, the United States Postal Service (USPS), the National Change of Address (NCOA) lists, election officials in other states, and by the voters themselves or by the voter’s family for deceased voters. (During 2023, the Florida Division of Elections removed 268,521 active voters from its registration list or “roll” due to notifications from similar entities and statewide County Supervisors of Elections’ offices.)

Our SOE is required to report bi-annually to the Florida Division of Elections the number of voter registration activities conducted within her agency. 

The Statutes also require that an “Annual Voters List Maintenance” process be started no later than April 1 of each year and completed no later than 90 days before a Federal election (May 22, 2024). For 2024 the SOE must process an NCOA and/or mail address confirmation requests to ALL registered voters in Citrus County.

Many of us recall receiving one of these address confirmation requests, and if there is no change, there is no need to contact the SOE. We become classified as an Active Voter when we have either voted, updated one’s voter record, or requested a Vote-By-Mail ballot within the last two federal general elections.  

However, if that address confirmation request is not returned by the voter or is returned to the SOE as “undeliverable” by USPS without an address change, ANOTHER prepaid postage confirmation final notice is sent out by the SOE to which the voter has 30 days in which to respond. Failure to respond to that final notice or the final notice was again returned as “undeliverable” causes that voter’s file to be labeled Inactive. Note: Inactive voters remain on the Voter List or “Roll” and are still eligible to vote. Also, removal of Inactive Voters does not occur during the 90-day window before a federal election.

An Inactive Voter may be restored to Active status by just updating one’s voter record, requesting a Vote-by-Mail ballot, or by voting. (Hint: Another good reason to request a Vote-by-Mail ballot for each federal election.). 

The perception of “purging” the Voter List or Roll could be understood when a voter’s name is removed from the statewide Florida Registration Roll and is labeled Ineligible. This action is triggered when a voter does not update his or her voter registration record, request a Vote-by-Mail ballot, or vote by the second federal general election after being designated Inactive. The Ineligible voter will be required to reregister to have his or her name reestablished to the statewide voter registration roll.   



RECENT OPINIONS. DO YOU AGREE?
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Ron DeSantis’ anti-climate plans take a ludicrous turn in Florida
Florida is uniquely vulnerable to the climate crisis. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis and his allies have approved an aggressively anti-climate law anyway.
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May 16, 2024, 8:40 AM EDT
By Steve Benen
It was around this time nine years ago when then-Gov. Rick Scott’s administration was accused of effectively muzzling state officials when it came to the climate crisis. The Miami Herald reported at the time that officials at the Florida Department of Environmental Protection claimed they were ordered not to use the terms “climate change” or “global warming” in any official communications.
Nearly a decade later, the Florida Republican has been elevated to the Senate, and his successor in the governor’s office is going even further in an anti-climate direction. The Associated Press reported:

Climate change will be a lesser priority in Florida and largely disappear from state statutes under legislation signed Wednesday by Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis that also bans power-generating wind turbines offshore or near the state’s lengthy coastline. Critics said the measure made law by the former Republican presidential hopeful ignores the reality of climate change threats in Florida, including projections of rising seas, extreme heat and flooding, and increasingly severe storms.
It might seem like ancient history, but in 2008, then-Gov. Charlie Crist — at the time a Republican — signed a bill to address climate change and promote renewable energy. It passed the state legislature with overwhelming bipartisan support, at a time when some in the GOP were willing to acknowledge the realities of the climate emergency.
Sixteen years later, DeSantis hasn’t just undone that work, he and Republican legislators have gone even further to bury their heads in the sand. A New York Times report summarized some of the key elements of the measure DeSantis signed, noting that the new law, among other things:
· ends a requirement that the state must consider climate change when crafting energy policy;
· prohibits the construction of offshore wind turbines (which have never existed off Florida’s coast);
· repeals state grant programs that encourage energy conservation and renewable energy.
· deletes requirements that state agencies use climate-friendly products and purchase fuel-efficient vehicles.
For good measure, the AP’s report noted that DeSantis also weakened safeguards on gas pipelines.
The far-right governor characterized the regressive move as “restoring sanity,” which is only true if one believes it’s “sane” to pretend the climate crisis doesn’t exist.
To be sure, such radicalism would be indefensible in any state, but the fact that this is happening in Florida makes it all the more bonkers
June 29 headlines from the Citrus County Chronicle:
Supreme Court overturns Chevron decision, weakening federal regulators.
Supreme Court allows cities to enforce bans on homeless people sleeping outside.
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Peg Primeau, 2nd President, Secretary, Reproductive Rights Chair        
Maternal Mortality
You are probably aware that the stats for maternal mortality in the US are way worse than in most developed nations, because those countries have acted on the fact that almost all maternal deaths are preventable. In the US we also have striking racial differences, with Black women facing three times the risk compared to white women. 
In Florida, maternal mortality (40.2 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2021) is higher than the US average (31.8).  “Preventable” means “if you have adequate healthcare.” What’s going on in FL?
1) Lack of healthcare coverage: 17% of women of childbearing age in FL are uninsured. About half a million low-income adults in FL are not eligible for Medicaid (in the Medicaid gap). 
2) Geography: FL has numerous maternal healthcare deserts, that is, counties where there are no hospitals with birthing facilities and no OB-GYN or midwife providers. Long distances to a clinic mean marginal prenatal care, greater consequences for those with high-risk pregnancies, and spotty postpartum care. 
3) And now we have FL’s near-total abortion ban: providers cannot consider abortion for medically contraindicated pregnancies, let alone unintended ones, that they did not see before the six-week deadline, often because many women have no signs of pregnancy yet. Plus, see points 1 and 2.
Fortunately, Citrus County is not considered a desert. Patients are on average within 12 miles of a hospital with a birthing unit. The ratio of patients to providers is not extreme. Our local Department of Health provides contraceptives, prenatal care, and the WIC program. However, economic factors are significant: 60% of births here in 2022 were covered by Medicaid.
Can’t we do something about access in FL? It is true that a low-income person in the Medicaid gap may become eligible specifically for prenatal, delivery, and postpartum care (recently extended to 12 months). However, health factors such as chronic hypertension or substance use contribute to mortality risk, as do other poverty-related health inequities in nutrition and housing. These take their toll well before and after childbirth. 
This is one reason why LWVFL supports the Amendment to Provide Medicaid Coverage to Eligible Low-Income Adults, or Medicaid Expansion. Low-income people who may become pregnant could experience reduced risk of a maternal-health crisis if ongoing medical care were accessible and their chronic conditions addressed.  
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Rosemary Nilles, LWVCC Education Chair, 1st Vice President 
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly with Gun Violence Prevention
By Rosemary Nilles, LWVCC GVP Chair

June was quite the month for Gun Violence Prevention (GVP).  GVP is one of League of Women Voters of Florida’s top four priorities, with a very active statewide GVP team.

Let’s start with the GOOD news.  After sitting on the decision for months, the Supreme Court of the US (SCOTUS) just affirmed a lower court ruling that domestic abusers do not have the right to have firearms.  The vote was 8-1, with Justice Clarence Thomas dissenting.  It’s hard to imagine why he would dissent.  Anyone affected by or witness to the terror of domestic abuse would understand the reason for such a ruling.  The presence of a gun in a domestic abuse situation makes a women 5 times more likely to be killed.

Then there’s the BAD news, at least for bears. Governor DeSantis just signed the “stand your ground” Bear bill into law.  Now, if we feel threatened by a bear that appears on our property, we can shoot at it. Just be careful not to miss! 









Now for the UGLY news. SCOTUS struck down a rule that banned bump stocks.  This rule was issued by the Trump administration after a deadly 2017 mass shooting at a concert in Las Vegas. Bump stocks are attachments that transform semiautomatic rifles into weapons that can fire hundreds of rounds per minute. By a 6-3 vote, the justices rejected the federal government’s argument that rifles with bump stocks are 
machine guns, which are generally prohibited under federal law. Clarence Thomas wrote the majority opinion that the federal ban on machine guns does not include bump stocks, since they are not exactly machine guns. The dissenting Justices, Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson warned that the majority’s decision will have deadly consequences.  Justice Sotomayor also stated, “When I see a bird that walks like a duck, swims like a duck, and quacks like a duck, I call that bird a duck.”

Are YOU interested in Gun Violence Prevention?  The state team meets monthly at 7:00 PM via Zoom.  Our local Citrus League is out and about, sharing our message that “Safe Storage Saves Lives” at community events.  Please email Rosemary Nilles (rnilles1972@gmail.com) if you’d like to know more, to help out at an event, or to get involved.
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Linda Abels, Membership Chair
Welcome to Summer.  It's going to be a busy, busy summer with vacations and the primary election.  We look forward to seeing all our members at the various Candidates Meet and Greets as well as the Chronicle Candidate Forum on July 9.

We would like to welcome new members, Kitty VanSickle and Richard and Susan Motley.  Be sure when you attend our next meeting to come and introduce yourselves to the various board members.  We have to say goodbye to a few members who  have moved from the area.  Linda Myers, Joel and Darlene Krushansky and Judy Howe all moved away.  Judy may be able to visit occasionally.  We hope she does.

If you haven't paid your dues yet, please forward them to either paypal or send a check to the LWVCC, P.O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL  34460.

As always, if you have friends invite them to join.

Have a wonderful July.
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Scott Baldwin
Volunteer Chaplains in Florida Public Schools?
Scott Baldwin – Retired Educator
 
 
According to Wikipedia, a chaplain is a Christian clergyman who performs religious services for a specific group, such as a military branch, an institution, a family, or a court. In the United States there are more than 200 postbaccalaureate chaplaincy programs that include scholarly religious study as well as courses in psychology, counseling, ethics, and crisis intervention. In American society chaplains are revered. Why not have volunteer chaplains in public schools?
 
Demand for chaplains in American society is high. For example, St. Jude’s Hospital has full time chaplains working with the families of children being treated for cancer. Disney World hires chaplains to assist both guests and employees who are under stress caused by, for example, a missing child or the loss of a family member. Colleges and universities routinely employ chaplains to counsel students. And major corporations hire chaplains to work with employees as a component of crisis management. What harm could it do to have chaplains in public schools?
 
HB 931 was signed into law by Governor Ron DeSantis in April 2024. The novelty of this law, pending district-by-district approval, is that spiritual guidance may be extended to students on school property provided the school has written parental consent for student contact with a volunteer chaplain.  Each school district will have to adopt a policy that authorizes volunteer chaplains to offer specific services. Schools must advise parents of the availability of such services and programs. Parents will be allowed to select which volunteer chaplains they wish to work with their children. As with other school personnel and individuals who are routinely in contact with students, volunteer chaplains will have to pass criminal background checks and other screening requirements as specified by state law.
 






In the months ahead every public school system in the state of Florida will be faced with the decision whether to design and implement a volunteer chaplains’ program, and it won’t be easy. Several weeks ago, I watched an online recording of the May 2024 Miami-Dade school board meeting, which included two hours of public and school board commentary and discussion regarding the advisability of implementing a volunteer chaplains project in the Miami-Dade schools. It was a well-organized and civil discussion but with radically diverse and frequently emotional perspectives. Those in favor cited the benefits of religious instruction while those in opposition referred to the constitutional directive for a separation of church and state. In the end the Board decided to seek additional information from the State of Florida before moving forward with any program development.
 
My chief concern with HB931 isn’t philosophical or legal; it’s practical. Can volunteers with no formal chaplaincy training be expected to perform in our public schools as if they were certified chaplains?  In the future if we run short of school nurses or science teachers, should we just ask for volunteers? Professional credentials are a serious matter and one not addressed in HB931.
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Jan Hall, 2nd Vice President, Events, Media
What was the League of Women Voters of Citrus County doing ten years ago? See below. 
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From Jan Hall League Archives

Voter Registration at Crystal River Mall
10 years ago – now, no voter registration and no Crystal River Mall!

The League of Women Voters of Citrus County will register voters from noon to 3
p.m., the second and fourth Saturdays’ each month through September at the Crystal
River Mall on U.S. 19.
New county residents and new voters must fill out a Voter Registration Application to
be able to vote. If you are a Citrus County resident and have changed your address
within the county, you may call the Supervisor of Elections office @ 352-341-6740 or
email the office at vote@elections.citrus.fl.us . For anyone with a name change, party
change or signature update, you will need to update your information on a Voter
Registration Application. If you plan to vote in the Primary Election on August 26,
2014 and want to change your party affiliation, the last day to make this change is
Monday, July 28, 2014. The last day to register for the General Election is Monday,
October 6, 2014. The League is looking forward to registering all eligible voters in
Citrus County. Absentee Voter Applications will be available.
For more information, email lwvcc2013@gmail.com or call 352-xxx-xxxx.
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Dr. B. J Ezell has shared the following information.          
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What is our Florida League of Women Voters doing? 
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2024 CANDIDATE DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
ELECTIONS 
	Primary Election  
	August 20, 2024 

	General Election 
 
	November 5, 2024 


LAST DAY CANDIDATES CAN CHANGE PARTY FOR 2024 ELECTIONS  F.S. 99.021 
Judicial 	April 23, 2023 
County Office 	June 11, 2023 
 
PETITIONS DUE  F.S. 99.095 
Judicial 	Noon, March 25, 2024 
County and Special District 	Noon, May 13, 2024 
 
VALID PETITIONS NEEDED 
Constitutional, County Commission, and School Board 	1,222 
Special District 	25 
 
RESIGN TO RUN  F.S. 99.012 
Judicial 	April 12, 2024 
County and Special District 	May 31, 2024 
 
QUALIFYING PERIOD  F.S. 99.061 
Judicial 	Noon, April 22, 2024 to Noon, April 26, 2024 
County and Special District 	Noon, June 10, 2024 to Noon, June 14, 2024 
 
   Per Florida Statute, we may accept and hold qualifying papers 2 weeks prior to qualifying. 
 
REGISTRATION BOOK CLOSINGS  F.S. 97.055 
	Primary Election 
	July 22, 2024 

	General Election 
 
EARLY VOTING  F.S. 101.657 
	October 7, 2024 

	Primary Election 
	August 9, 2024 to August 17, 2024 

	General Election 
	October 21, 2024 to November 2, 2024 


 
 Primary Election dates listed are tentative and subject to change by the Florida Legislature. 
VoteCitrus.gov                    352-564-7120 
Citrus County Supervisor of Elections ~ PO Box 1870 ~ Lecanto, Florida 34460 
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                             Maxine Connor, Natural Resources Chair

BASIN MANAGEMENT ACTION PLANS
The Basin Management Action Plans (BMAPs) for Crystal River/ Kings Bay, Homosassa/Chassahowitzka, and Weeki Wachee Springs among others will be revised in 2025 and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is working on them now. DEP heldseveral initial meetings open to the public with interested citizens in May and will hold more in
the future.
The public is encouraged to submit questions. See here for the current BMAPs and DEP contact information: https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-restoration/content/basin-
management-action-plans-bmaps

Florida has 30 Outstanding Florida Springs (OFS). Eighty percent are deemed impaired (with excess nutrients) by DEP. We have three right here in Citrus County: Homosassa, Chassahowitzka, and Kings Bay/Crystal River.

From the Florida Springs Council website (floridaspringscouncil.org):
Breaking Down DEP’s Springs Water Quality Plans
Check out the video below for FSC&#39;s live discussion on Springs BMAPs - FSC&#39;s
June Webinar.
On June 20, the Florida Springs Council went live on Facebook, YouTube and
Instagram to discuss the Department of Environmental Protection&#39;s updates to
Outstanding Florida Springs Basin Management Action Plans. FSC Executive Director
Ryan Smart and FSC Board Member Bob Palmer answered some of the common
questions we received from springs advocates and our members following DEP’s public meetings on BMAP updates: Who are the biggest polluters for each basin and overall? What is the difference in pollution levels since the previous BMAPs were adopted? Have the BMAPs been successful?
“We’re now at a point where DEP’s 2028 goal is just to get us back where we started when they proposed these plans in 2018” - Ryan Smart, FSC Executive Director
In case you missed it, the full recording is available on the Florida Springs Council&#39;s YouTube:
https://www.floridaspringscouncil.org/single-post/breaking-down-dep-s-springs-water-quality-plans

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FROM FLORIDA SPRINGS COUNCIL
If you are on Facebook, get a legislative update from Florida Springs Council, Springs
News in 90 Seconds:
https://www.facebook.com/reel/3958885714333402
If you are not a Facebook user, here’s a quick update: the governor signed into law HB 87 Taking of Bears, opposed by Sierra Club, Florida Springs Council, and LWV of Florida. You can now shoot a bear on your property if you feel threatened. The governor also signed HB 321 Release of Balloons, supported by Sierra Club, Florida Springs Council, and LWV of Florida.
Prohibits release of balloons and considers them noncriminal infraction of littering. Wildlife on both land and water are injured and some die from ingesting balloons. Many of the balloons are also plastic pollution.
JOIN THE FLORIDA SPRINGS COUNCIL – BE A VOICE FOR THE SPRINGS AS A
FREE MEMBER
You’ll receive information from us about Springs threats and solutions, invitations to
events and meetups in your area, and you&#39;ll be alerted when it&#39;s time to speak out and
step up for the Springs.
https://www.floridaspringscouncil.org/

LEGISLATION OPPOSED BY THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FLORIDA
THAT WAS PASSED BY THE GOVERNOR
The League of Women Voter of Florida sent its own letter to the governor and joined
with other businesses and organizations in sign-on letters opposed to specific legislation including the following energy-related bills:
CS/CS/HB 433 Employment Regulations:
Preempts local governments’ ability to pass protections for workers laboring in extreme
heat.
https://www.theinvadingsea.com/2024/04/25/extreme-heat-outdoor-workers-preemption-
florida-legislature-house-bill-433/
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=79034&SessionId=103

CS/CS/HB 1645 Energy Resources:
Comprehensive omnibus energy preemption bill covering many topics. It included
preemption of local land development codes to allow natural gas (methane) storage and transportation facilities in any manufacturing, industrial, and commercial zones and to outlaw wind facilities onshore and near shore in Florida. The commercial zone in Citrus County includes daycares.

One current result of this bill is that FDACS (the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services) had a hearing in Tallahassee on June 18th on a proposal to
Repeal DACS Rule Chapter 5O-5, Statewide Renewable Energy Goals.
A representative of the League of Women Voters of Tallahassee spoke eloquently
against this measure. Another LWV of Tally member also spoke eloquently on behalf of
himself and his own years of work in promoting clean energy. Members of the Cleo
Institute and USF students also spoke eloquently in opposition.

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rulemaking will repeal rule 5O-5.002 in response to HB1645, which was passed by the 2024 Legislature.
SUMMARY: The proposed rulemaking will repeal the Statewide Renewable Energy Goals rule, as it is no longer necessary.
The Statewide Renewable Energy Goals rule was as follows:
5O-5.002 Statewide Renewable Energy Goals.
(1) Section 377.703(2)(h)1., F.S., authorizes the Department to establish goals and strategies to increase the use of renewable energy in Florida. Pursuant to this authority, the Department hereby establishes the following statewide renewable energy goals. Each Electric Utility that produces or purchases energy should seek to achieve
an increase in the amount of renewable energy produced or purchased to at least:
(a) 40% renewable energy by 2030;
(b) 63% renewable energy by 2035;
(c) 82% renewable energy by 2040;
(d) 100% renewable energy by 2050;
(2) For purposes of determining whether these goals have been met, the baseline amount of renewable energy produced or purchased by each Electric Utility shall be the amount of renewable energy reported in 2021
by the Electric Utility to the Public Service Commission as part of its 10-year Site Plan pursuant to Section 186.801,
F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 377.703(2)(g), 570.07(23) FS. Law Implemented 377.703(2)(h)1. FS. History–New 8-9-22.
----------------------
The Rule that became law in 2022 and is now in the process of being repealed was
proposed initially by The Children’s Trust and was supported by the League of Women
Voters of Florida.
------------------
CS/CS HB 1645: ENERGY RESOURCES 
What this bill does: This bill strips out many of the modest statutory provisions
recognizing climate change and the need to transition to renewable energy and instead
promotes the expansion of natural gas Here’s the part that directed the removal of the States’ Renewable Energy Goals:
Removing language that directed the Department of Agriculture &amp; Consumer Services to consider energy efficiency, climate change, and technologies that reduce greenhouse gases as part of the state’s energy policy, and repealing grant programs focused on reducing greenhouse gases and
promoting renewable energy. 
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If you are interested in joining the League of Women Voters of Citrus County, 
Fill out the form below and mail it to us at
LWVCC, P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460
Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
Email address_________________________
Phone (home)_________________________
Phone (cell)___________________________
Individual $65______
Household $90
Student Free
Susan B. Anthony $105*
Household $150*
*Includes $40 donation
Credit card name__________________________
Credit card number ________________________
Expiration Date, month and year______________
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VOTER REGISTRATION GROUPS N FLORIDA
SCALE DOWN OPERATIONS AMID NEW RESTRICTIONS
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NOT GUILTY!
BECAUSE WIVES OFTEN
DO THESE THINGS.
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THE NEWSCASTER-Noture Coost News

League of Women Voters o

rus County President Marie Pettibone {R) speaking with 5a-
matha Valente of Lecanto (L} at the Liberty Park 4th of July event held last Thursday eve-
ning. The League of Women Yoters urge people of all political affiliations to be informed and
register to vote. For more information about how to register to vote, visit them at Daystar
in Crystal River every 2nd & 4th Wed ({see ad below for details). Thelews<aster/Mike Moore
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Nar-Anon Family Group
Of Citrus County

The fist meeting of the Citrus County
Nar-Anon Family group members wil take
place on March 14, 2024, This meeting is for
people of our community who have been
affected by drug use of a family member or
friend. We will respect your anonymiy.
Meetings will take place weekly on Thursdays
from 7pm-8pm.

Meeting location:

North Citrus Christian Church, 6442
Elkam BIvd, Citrus Springs,FL 34433

For more information contact:
Wendell 313-392-3744
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Gather Materials about Candidates

Sources of information may include:

« Campaign literature

+ Candidate websites and social
media

« Ads (radio, television, mailings)

« Information about candidate’s
parties and platforms

+ Candidate speeches

+ Candidate debates and forums

Nonpartisan sources of information:
* Voted11.org: Personalized voting
information sponsored by LWV

Education Fund

+ Ballotpedia.org/Florida:
Ballotpedia is a 501(c)3 charitable
nonprofit organization and is not
affiliated with any campaigns or
candidates for office.

+ GovTrack.us: Publishes
information about your
representative and senators in
Congress including voting records.

2024 Election Dates

> August 20

« Primary partisan elections for
federal, state and countywide offices

« Nonpartisan elections for school
board, circuit court judges and
county court judges

> November 5

« General election for federal, state
and countywide offices

« Run-off elections for school board
and judges, if necessary

« Florida Constitutional Amendments

« Judicial Merit Retention Questions

The League of Women Voters (LWV) was
founded over 100 years ago to educate
voters and promote democracy. The League
remains nonpartisan, never endorsing or
opposing any candidate for public office

41

ELEGTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

l‘uLEAGUE ©OF WOMEN VOTERS

Choosing
Candidates
in Florida

https://lwvfl.org
PO. Box 1911
Orlando, FL 32802
(407) 377-5777
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VOTE for the candidates who support YOUR values & goals.

‘Take a Lok at Campaign Information

« TV and Radio Ads: What did you learn about
the candidate from the ad? Find out what you
can about the facts as well

« Pamphilets, Fiyers, Websites: Valid, substantive
information or distortions and evasions.

« political Party and Party Platform: A
candidate’s party may take a stand on issues
that you care about, but has the candidate
addressed the issues directly?

Spot Phony Issues

« Passing the Blame: When one candidate
accuses anather party or candidate of being the
cause of a major problem, fact check the
statements.

Promising the Sky: These are unrealistic
promises that no elected offcial could fufil.

« Evading Real Issues: Watch our for candidates
who talk about benefits and never mention
costs or details of how the program will work.

Learn How Others View the Candidate

+ Seek the opinions of others in the community:
Find out who they support and why. What
shaped their political opinions?

+ Learn about endorsements: Endorsements
provide clues to the issues a candidate
supports.

* Look into campaign contributions: Where id
the candidate get the funds to finance their
‘campaign? How might these contributions
affect the candidate’s conduct in office?

Recognize Distortion Techniques

+ Nome-Calling/Appeals to Prejudice: These are
attacks on an opponent based on characteristics
that will not affect performance in office.

+ Loaded Statements: “| oppose wasteful
spending” doesn't say much - and it implies that
the candidate’s opponent favors i,

+ Catchwords: Beware of empty phrases, such as
“law and order” .. “the American way” that are
designed to trigger knee-jerk, emotional
reactions rather than to inform.

Be Smart About Political Polls
Before you believe everything you read in political
poll results, ask these questions.

* Who sponsored the poll? When parties and
candidates pay for polls, they might not publish
unfavorable data.

* What questions were asked? Were they
slanted? You can spot blatantly biased
questions, but also look for ones that subtly
steer a respondent to a certain answer or leave
o room for a “Yes, if .” or a “No, but ..”

+ Who and how many were interviewed? How
were respondents selected? The selection
needs to be random or at least represent all
segments of the population proportionately. The
smaller the sample of respondents, the wider
the margin of error in the findings.

Rate the Candidates on How They

Campaign

+ The way a candidate runs a campaign can
provide important clues as to how that
candidate will perform as a public offcial, once
elected.

+ Acandidate who runs an open, issues-oriented
campaign can be expected to become an
accessible, forthright and thoughtful public
official.

Is the candidate willing to debate with
opponents and meet regularly with the press?

FINALLY - Sorting It All Out
+ Which candidate understands the current issues
facing the country, state, county, city or school

board?

Which candidate’s views on the issues did you
agree with the most?

+ Who ran the fairest campaign?

Which candidate was most knowledgeable on
the issues you care about the most?

Which candidate has the leadership qualities
Vou are looking for?
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Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird

Supervisor of Elections




image31.png
Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird

Supervisor of Elections
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County
Meet and Greet
For the Candidates of the

Citrus County Board of Commissiongrs
Wednesday, July 10, 2024. 10:00 AM
Citrus Springs Community Center

1570 W Citrus Springs Blvd, Citrus Springs, FL 34434

The focus of this meeting will be on the
candidates for the Citrus County Board of
Commissioners (BOCC). All nine
candidates for BOCC in Districts 1, 3, and
5 have been invited to participate.

nnnnn

The League will begin with a brief presentation on Florida's
Expanding Preemption Laws. Then, each candidate will have
3 minutes to introduce themselves and share their ideas and plans.
For the Meet and Greet, candidates will be available at their tables for
attendees to mingle, ask questions individually, and view campaign
literature.

The Public is Invited: For more information please call 352-613-5056 or
email lwvcc2013@gmail.com.Visit lwvcitrus.org and Face book page “League
of Women Voters of Citrus County”.

The League of Women Voters, a hon-partisan political organization, encourages
informed and active participation in government, works to increase understand-
ing of policy issues, and influences public
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County
Megt and Greet
Citrus County Judge

& Fifth Judicial Circuit Judges

Wednesday, August 14, 2024 10:00 AM
Coastal Region Library
8619 W Crystal St. , Crystal River, 34428

What's a Circuit Judge? How is that different from
1| a County Judge? How does the justice system work
in Florida? What difference does it make to me as
a law-abiding citizen?

Citrus County Attorney Denise Dymond-Lyn will
explain these and other topics related to Florida's
judicial system at the August meeting of the
|| League of Women Voters of Citrus County.

| This two-part meeting will begin with Ms. Lyn’s
presentation, "Florida’s Judicial System: The Who,
What, and Why." Following her presentation,
candidates for Citrus County Judge and Fifth
Judicial Circuit Judges will be invited to introduce
1] themselves briefly. After the introductory speeches,
audience members will have the opportunity to
interact individually with the candidates.

The Public is Invited: For more information please call 352-613-5056 or
email lwvcc2013@gmail.com.Visit Iwvcitrus.org and Face book page
“League of Women Voters of Citrus County”.

The League of Women Voters, a hon-partisan political organization, encourages
informed and active participation in government, works to increase
understanding of policy issues, and influences public .
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